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Church FWissionary  Intelligencer,

OUR POSITION AND DUTIES.

THERE i8 one specific which man needs, and,
with great cost, it has been provided for him.
The wise of this world may despise it, yet
nothing else can reach and effectually deal
with the miseries of humanity. That great
panacea is the Gospel. The nations of the
earth are afflicted with manifold sufferings ;
¢‘the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now;” nor have they
been left unnoticed by Him who says, ‘“‘when
the poor and needy seek water, and there is
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I
the Lord will hear them; I the God of
Israel, will not forsake them. I will open
rivers in high places, and fountains in the
midst of the valleys.” It shall be so : “I will
even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers
in the desert.” In the most unlikely places
strange movements shall take place. The
tribes of man have long, and with intensity,
expended themselves on vain idolatries, of
which they may with truth say, ““thoy have
dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the
stream of brooks they pass away; which are
blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein
the snow is hid: what time they wax warm,
they vanish: when it is hot they are con-
sumed out of their place. The paths of their
way are turned aside: they go to nothing,
and pensh The troops of Tema looked; the
companies of Sheba waited for them. They
were confounded because they had hoped:
they came thither and were ashamed.” But
there are amongst them deep yearnings and
aspirations after an unknown something. God
is teaching the nations the vanity of idols and
the need of something better, and is thus pre-
paring the way for the wide and more efficient
preaching of Him who is evennowthe desirable
object for all nations; for, individually an_d
collectively, man can have no rest except in
submission to his yoke; and who shall yet
become the desired object of all nations, when
‘“‘all kings shall fall down before Him, all
nations shall serve Him.”

They who thus regard the Gospel of Christ
as the true ameliorative, and who, under the
force of sueh convictions, labour for its ad-
vancement, are despised by the world as
weak, although well-meaning enthusiasts.
Yet we believe that in this matter we are

fellow-workers with God; and that all other
undertakings on which man expends himself,
are only valuable just so far as they can be
taken up, and, in the providence of God,
wrought into the furtherance of this great
object. - And thus it is, that many who de-
ride and even oppose us, are unintentionally
working out the same great problem. The
decisions of statesmen, the march of armies,
the dismeinberment of nations, the researches
of travellers, the exploration of mnew coun-
tries, the aspirations of commerce, and the
adaptation of scientific discoveries and inven-
tions to practical purposes, are all made by
an overruling hand to work in the samne direc-
tion. And thus many who have mno other
object in view than their own interest and
gratification, and who utterly repudiate the
idea of identifying themselves with any
thing 8o vain and puerile as Missionary ef-
fort, are, mevertheless, rendering valuable
contributions to this object, and furthering
thus the divine purposes, although ¢‘they
know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither
understand his counsel.”

Tt is well, at the commencement of thé
new year, that they who, as believers in the
revelation of God, and who, guided by its
predictions, and encouraged by its promises,
desire with an increasing prayerfulness and
cnergy, to consecrate themselves to God’s
work and service, should cousider what the
position is which they occupy, and what the
aspect of the world around them. ¢ Watch-
man, what of the night? Wntchman, what
of the night I”—such should be our mqmr)
And the answer is still the same as it was in
the olden time—*‘The morning cometh, and
also the night.” The day shall at length
break, and He shall rise to his appointed
ascendancy, who shall be ‘“as the light of the
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morn-
ing withant clouds; as the tender grass spring-

i ing out of the earth by clear shining after

rain.” Yet beforo that day arrives, a deep
night of affliction may overipread the earth.
Tl\e more reason there is to work while yet
there be opportunity, and whatever our hand
findeth to do, to do it with all our might.
This we may be assured of, that events are
approaching of portentous magnitude, and that
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to professing churches and individuals they
will be night or day, according to the condi-
tion in which we are found, of unprofitable-
ness, or holy preparedness and active service.
¢“Blessed is that servant whom -his lord
when he cometh shall find so doing.” Then
assuredly the times are not such as to admit
of ease and self-indulgence, and cfforts which
assume to be for God, but which, from their
uncertain and intermitted character, appear
to be like those of one who ‘‘beateth the
air.” The Lord is at work. His providence
is moving the earth. ‘I beheld the earth,
and lo, it was without form, and void ; and
the heavens and they had no light. I be-
held the mountains, and lo, they trembled,
and all the hills moved lightly.” His Spirit
is at work, agitating human hearts with
wonderful convictions, and bringing to re-
pentance men who have long held his truth in
iniquity. When God is working, it is time
for us .to work. His example may well
shame us out of our listlessness, and move
us to a renewed consecration of ourselves and
our substance, to that which is the cause
of true philanthropy, the conversion of sin-
ners to the faith of Christ.

Let us look abroad upon the earth, and
observe what i going forward. Kingdoms
and dynasties which have long obstructed the
Gospel, are marvellously passing away: ‘‘He
toucheth the hills, and they smoke.” The
papacy is being despoiled of its temporalities;
the Hildebrands and Gregorys of more palmy
days have degenerated into the Pio Nono of
our day. Mailed warriors have placed them-
selves on the steps of the papal throne, and
are prepared for something more decided than
words, if they avail not to detrude the old
man from the hierarchal throne. He pro-
nounced ex cathedra the immaculate concep-
tion of the Virgin Mary—that phantom of
the Romish church, which has no realization
in any living existence; for between the dis-
embodied spirit of Mary, the mother of
Jesus, and the imaginary queen of heaven,
who ¢ with the authority of a mother com-
mands her son,” there is no resemblance.
Why, then, does not the deified one appear to
the help of her votaries! No doubt her aid
is often invoked; and, if no one else does, at
least the superstitious pontiff himself, with
bended knee and oft-repeated aves, craves
her interference. There is no time to be
lost, or soon the sovereign priest will be
divested of his sovereignty, and the mitred
cap be denuded of the crown. Redouble your
outeries, ye priests of the mysteries of the
papacy; call upon the names of your gods:
Alas! it is as of old: *‘there is neither voice,

[JaN.

nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.”
The current of events rebukes the idolatry;
and she, in whose adulation Rome has so de-
based itself, refuses on oritical emergendies to
put forth that miraculous power, which, if
we are to believe her priests, is often exer-
cised in matters of no moment. The position
of the Roman church in relation to the
Virgin was scenographed, on a recent occa-
sion at Vienne, in the department of the Isdre,
during the ceremony of the inauguration
and benediction of a statue of the goddees,
“A platform was erected about twenty feet
from the ground, and the Bishops of Grenoble
and of Viviers, the Archbishop of Turin, several
of the clergy, the Marquis de Castellane, and
the municipal authorities, took their places
upon it; several others, doubting the solidity
of the erection, declined to ascend. The
Bishop of Grenoble was proceeding with the
ceremony of benediction, when a frightful
cracking was heard, and the whole came to
the ground with an awful noise, which was
increased by the cries of the terrified multi-
tude that surrounded the place. The planks
and timbers wore immediately removed, and
the unfortunate persons who were on the
platform raised from the ground. Almost
every one was more or less injured, their
flesh torn by the nails, and their limbs
smashed or terribly bruised. One eocle-
siastic had both legs broken, and the bones
protruding through the flesh; another had a
compound fracture of the wrist; the Maire
of Vienne was seriously injured; the Bishop
of Viviers had a fractured leg; the Bishop of
Valence was comparatively fortunate in
escaping with considerable external injury to
his legs, and the Marquis de Castellane had
one of his knees severcly injured by falling
on the blade of his sword. The Cardinal
Archbishop of Lyons was to have been pre-
sent at the ceremony, but, fortunately for
himself, was prevented attending. It is re-
marked that the Archbishop of Turin bad a
similar mishap three years since at Montluel,
when he and Bishop Chalandon fell to the
ground, but happily without any serious conse-
quences.”* We condole with the sufferers, and
sincerely wish them a speedy recovery from
their injuries. But we wish it would open
their eyes to the sinfulness of such idolatry,
and porsuade them that it is safer to be absent
from, than present at, such rites and ceremo-
nies. For this they may be assured of, that
they who persevere in standing upon the
platform of this idolatry will meet with a
worse catastrople.

The papacy is in decadenoce ; with its loss

* Daily Paper, Dec. 13, 1860. ;
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of power, a door is opened for the entrance
of the Gospel, and opportunity of access is
afforded to twenty-four millions of Italians,
to whom Christ may be preached as the one
name given to man whereby he may be saved.
God's hook, no longer arrested on the fron-
tier, like a plague-stricken garment, is per-
mitted free course. May that truth of un-
corrupted Christianity, which alone can makea
nation free, be received and welcomod amongst
them! On this depends the future of Italy.

Nor is it only the temporalities of the pa-
pacy, but the throne of the Hapsburgs is in
jeopardy. The provinces and kingdoms of
which it is composed mnever had any union
or sympathy with each other. The monarchy
was the alone bond which held them in com-
bination ; and now that this has lost its
prestige, and has become feeble, the empire
is threatened with dissolution. The various
nationalities refuse any longer to wear the
fetters of despotism, and clamour fiercely for
the restitution of long-lost rights and privi-
lges. Hungary is ripe for open insurrec-
tion; the once loyal Tyrol repudiates the
charter and constitution recently conferred
upon it. Croatia, Dalmatia, Transylvania,
Bohemia, and the Volvodina, demand a sopa-
rate administration and constitution. The
sin of Austria’s rulers finds them out. The
bitter oppression of their Protestant sub-
jects which past times have witnessed; the
persecution of scriptural truth, and of all
who confessed it, reacts upon their présent
representative.  Instead of profiting by past
experiences, Francis Joseph, by his momo-
rable concordat, linked himself more closely
with the papacy, and participates in ita
panalysis and approaching downfall.

The eastern antichrist, Mohammedanism, is
inalike ruinous condition ; aud Turkey, which
bas been the rod of its power, must_cither
lisembarass iteelf of tho blighting influence
of this falso religion, or cease to be a nation.
Yohammedanism, like the papacy, is being
shorn of its temporalities.

We have before us the minutes of a Confe-
Tenc held at Smyrna, by the Missionaries
of the Church Missionary Society. A peru-
sl of them will at once convey to our read-
ers the convictions of experienced men upon
the spot, who are daily observant of the alte-
rations which are going on around them, as
b the condition of tho ouce great Ottoman
€mpire—

Minutes of the Annual Conference of the
Turkish Mission of the Church Missivnary
Society, held at the Mission House in Bou-
Jah, ncar Smyrna, November 5th, 1860.

L The first subject discussed was, the
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best ways and means of making known the
truth to the Mohammedans. All agreed that
public or street preaching was not yet prac-
ticable, and, if attempted, would almost with
certainty lead to such consequences as might
endanger the work in general, and hinder its
quiet progress,

‘“As yet, and probably for some time
to come, the work must be confined to
friendly intercourse with the Turks; the
distribution of the Scriptures and religious
books and tracts ; divine service in Turkish
whenever a few regular attendants can be
secured; visits to the cafés and to the shops
in the baazars of friendly Turks; the trans-
lation and preparation of suitable books ; and
travelling among them. The careful and
zealous use of these means, as far as know-
ledge of the language, the strength of the
stations, and other circumstances, will allow of
it, seems for the present the only way in
which the work can be carried on.

‘2. Encouragements and prospects of the
work among the Turks.

‘““No earnest spirit of inquiry is observ-
able among the Turks, cither at Constanti-
nople or in Smyrna. Though a few converts
have been the fruit of the late movement at
Constantinople, connected with the labours of
the American brethren among the Turks, yet
the movement has not realized the expecta-
tions that have been based upon it, and -
it seems now to have almost entirely sub-
sided.

“No doubt some came forward with im-
proper motives, and, finding that such ends
could not be obtained, they withdrew; and
others may have been induced to draw back
in consequence of the late excited state of the
land. But, on the other hand, there is the
fact of the Turkish converts, as well as the
Turkish native assistants, both in our own
and the American Mission, having met with
no hindrance or persecution, though well
known to the authoritics and the public.

¢‘The Turkish services also, commenced at
Bebek by the American Missionaries, and by
Mr. Wolters at Smyrna, have met with no
obstruction on the part of the Govern-
ment : the public sale of the Turkish Scrip-
tures continues, although the purchases are
just now not so numerous as formerly. To
all this is to be added the present stato of the
Turkish empire, both in a political as well as
in a religious point of view.

“The Turkish empire, as a Mussulman
power, has ceased to exist; and there remains
for Turkey no other alternative but either
a rapid assimilation to European political and
social forms and principles, or a dissolution
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and division among the European powers. |

The well-informed Turks are aware of this

position, and the other classes also are more l
and more opening their eyes to this altered

situation of their empire. This greatly af-
fects, also, their religious feelings and views,
and lousens the old opinions they have had of
the superiority of their power and of their
religion, and this the more so, the closer Mo-
hammedanism, political ascendancy, and re-
ligious faith are connected. Now, in this
state of things lies for the Missionary much
of hope and of encouragement. It is clear
that God in his wonderful providence is pre-
paring and opening up the way for the en-
trance of his Gospel into these long closed-
up lands. Tho Conference, therefore, con-
sider that we have every reason to be of good
cheer, and to prepare and get ready for the
work the Lord is opening before us.

3. The Conference record their gratitude
to God in having enabled Mcssrs. Wolters
and Pfander to go on with their translational
labours. The latter has completed the ¢ Mif-
tah-ul Asrar,” and the ¢ Mizan ul Haqq,” and
the former has finished the ¢ Life of Christ,’
and has made a beginning with the transla-
tion into Turkish of Dr. Barth’s Bible History.
He has also translated the following tracts—
(1.) a Summary of the Bible; (2.) ¢ Immanuel,
or Scripture views of Christ; (3.) ‘Do you
want a Friend P (4.) ‘The Two Ends and the
Two Ways; (5.) the World and the Souly
(6.) ‘the Words of Jesus;’ (7.) ¢ Homily against
the fear of Death; (8.) The Christian’s Jour-
ney to the City which is to come.” These,
and ‘The Life of Christ,” only await their final
revision in order to be ready for the press.

«“The Conference would axld, that Chris-
tian books and tracts in Turkish are much
wanted, and that they therefore consider the
translation of books and tracts alapted to the
wants of the Mohammedans as a most im-
portant part of the work.

‘4, Study of the Arabic language.

‘¢ Arabic wonds being largely, almost un-
limitedly, used in Turkish, a correct know-
ledge of the latter is impossible, without at
least some knowledge of the former: besides
this, the Kordn existing only in Arabic, and
almost all theological works studied by the
Turks being Arabic, the Conference consider
a knowledge of Arabic of great importance
for a Missionary labouring among the Turks.
They would therefore record, that in their
opinion it is highly desirable that every Mis-
sionary and native assistant should make
himself as much master of the Arabic lan-
guage as his abilities and opportunities will
allow,

[

5. The Conference feel greatly thankful for
theaddition the Parent Committee has made to
the Mission in sending Mr. Wolters, junior, to
Smyrna, and Mr. Weakley to Constantinople.
But they are obliged to add that this aug-
mentation, however seasonable, does not yet
meet all the immediate wants of the Mis-
sion.  The Coustantinople station should
be strengthened as soon as possible with an
additional Missionary, who ought to be a
University man of superior linguistic talents,
and a good English speaker and preacher,
besides being  truly devoted to the work
Exclusive of the Turkish, a knowledge of
Arabic, Persian, and French is wanted. And
as the Mission advances, it is desirable, or
rather nccessary, that the Mission should
also occupy its proper position and stand-
ing among the English community there.
Monthly and annual Missionary meetings for
the Society should be held, and a proper part
in other public religious meetings be taken.
Now, for all this the proper man is wantel,
and the Conference would press it upon the
Committec not to lose sight of this want, and
to fill it up as soon as they can, when God iv
his providence supplies them with a labourer
for such work. ”

On the far castern shore of the great Asiatic
continent other dynastic ~changes are in pr-
gress. DBy despatches received by way of
Potershurg, the English public has just been
informed that the Chinese, having acceptel
the terms of the Shanghae ultimatum, the
allies had concluded with them a treaty of
peace ; Pckin had been evacuated, and the
troops were on their march back to Tientsin;
indemnities were to be paid out of the Chinee
treasury ; and Christianity and its counterfit
are to have alike free access to those millions
of heathen—the one to win souls for Chnst,
the other to obtain, by whatever means
prosclytes for Rome, and, by new conquests
in Asia, indemnify itself for the losses it i
sustaining in the continent of Europe ; whil,
to inaugurate the new prospects thus opening
to the mischievous encrgy of Romish Mission
a Tc Deum and Domine Saloum were to bx
sung in the cathedral of Pekin, after the -
placing of the cross on the summit.

Wo are to consider, therefory, that the
fugitive emperor, brought back from the wikis
of Tartary, is reinstated in the imperial palac:
of Pckin. Hien-hung once more occupies
his ancestral throne ; yot to us it seems as
though this dynasty had reccived its death
blow. Wo have completely broken down its
prestige, and have left behind us a breach =
wide that the Tae-pings, unloss they prove
more wanting to themselves than they have
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hitherto shown themselves to be, will not be | and from his researches, as well as from other

slow in attempting to enter in. With an
exhausted treasury, a discouraged army, and
a disaffected population, how shall the Tartar
defend himself against a new invasion fron
the south? Perhaps before our ships shall
have reached Hong Kong, he shall have fled
again, deep into the recesses of Mongolia.
Should it be so we shall have no lament to
utter at the obsequies of the Tartar dynasty.

Under its blighting influence the entire nation |
has suffered ; places of greatest responsibility |

have been sold to tho highest bidder ; a venal
magistracy has fleeced the people that they
might enrich themselves ; and Europeans have
been placed in the most disadvantageous of
positions ; for while the worthless portion of
them have had the fullest opportunity to
demoralize the Chinese, they who desired to
benefit that people, by introducing amongst
them the truth and saving power of Chris-
tianity, have been stolidly and pertinaciously
interfered with and obstructed. It is true
a new treaty has been obtained, embodying,
no doubt, stipulations of a very advantageous
character. But this we feel assured of,
that from the Tartar court no fidelity to
treaties can be expected. So long as the
presence of an imposing European force,
with their Armstrong guns and other ap-
pliances of war, places the emperor under
restraint, so long will he be subservient ;
but with the wind that fills the sails of the last
ship that leaves the Yellow Sea, treaty en-
gagements, if he finds it practicablo so to do.
will be flung away, the reverses of the war
will be forgotten, and the emperor and his
mandarins will relapse into their wonted im-
perturbability and forgetfulness of engago-
ments.  After the treacherous and cruel
wmurder of our oflicors and other English
gentlemen, on a recont occasion, we feel that
whatever supervenes, wo can have no worse
than the Manchoo dynasty, and that almost
any change must be for the better.

All the dynasties to which we have referred,
and on which the stroke of political paralysis
seems to have so remarkably fallen, have
been obstructive to God’s truth, and antago-
nistic to the progress of his kingdom. The
sentence appears to have goue forth against
them, and they are being moved away, that
the divine message may have unimpeded cir-
culation, and the Gospel be preachod for a
testimony to all nations.

But again, the progress of geographical
discovery is remarkably working in the same
direction. The mysterious depths of the great
Asiatic continent are being laid open. Atkin-
son has penetrated the regions of the Amoor,

quarters, we are made aware of the southern-
ward progress of the Russian empire, and the
stealthy, yet important, inroads that it is
making on the Chinese empire and the regions
of Central Asin. On the banks of the Angara,
not far from its embouchure into Lake Baikal,
stands Irkoutsk, the capital of oriental Siberia,
a vast territory, the importance of which has
been amazingly increased by the addition of
regions of which the great river Amoor con-
stitutes the southern frontier. It coutains
a population of 20,000, and the number of its
buildings has increased considerably of late
years. Forty miles below the city the river
enters the great lake, a mighty stream, more
than a mile in width, and, as it rolls down a
steep incline, forming a rapid nearly four miles
in length. Tbe lake itself spreads out like a
sea, dashing its waves against the rocky
shores, which, in some parts, rise in precipices
800 and 900 fect, and in one place to the
elevation of 1200 feet. On its waters a steamer
plies ; the engines, boilers, and all the ma-
chinery having been transported from St.
Petersburg overland, a distance of 4000 miles.
Amidst the mountains to the south-east of
Lake Baikal are to be found the sources of
the head waters of the Amoor ; the Keroulun,
its longest affluent, and the Onon, which, with
the Ingoda, forms the Shilka. The Keroulun,
which subsequently becomes the Argoun, and
the Shilka, after a course, the former of 1000
miles, and the lattor 750, have their confluence
at Strelkoi Karaoul, lat. 53° 19°45” N., and
long. 121° 50° 7" E., and together form the
Amoor. From 1689 to 1854 this was the
most casterly point of the Russian empire in
the regions of the Amoor. It was not from
the want of persevering effort’ on the part of
the Russians that their further acquisitions
were 80 long delayed. Nothing can surpass
the indomitable cnergy of this people in ac-
quiring territory and extending the limits of
their empire. In a nobler cause, which knows
no selfish interests, they present to us an
example which we would do well to imitate.
Dangers, privations, nay, even the sacrifice of
life, all arc without hesitation risked, if so be
their grand object may be forwarded. The
results are obvious. In 1854 the whcle
country between the Amoor and the Russian
frontier to the north of the Yablonoi range
was transferred from China to the grasp of
Russia, and ‘“‘she has now possession of the
great watercourse, and the ouly one through
which access from the sea to the vast plains
and mountain districts of Central Asia can be
obtained.”

We are now becoming acquainted with the
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caravan and Cossack routes of these regions.
From Orenburg to Khiva, south-west of the
Sea of Aral, there are two routes ; from
Orenburg to Bokhara, lat. 39° 40’ N., and
long. 64° 45”E., is a sixty-days’ journey, being
the great road from Central Asia to Nijue
Novogorod : again, between Semipalatinsk
there is considerable intercourse with Tash-
kend, Kokhan, Samarkand, Kashgar, and
Yarkand. These are points which are reached
by English calicoes, and these are from thence
carried by the Tartar merchants among the no-
mades of Central Asia. Nor is this surprising,
when it is remembered that between these
places and Cashmere caravans often pass, and
thus there is already traced out the great
commercial route between the regions of the
Indus and those of Central Asia.

Yarkand is a large town, containing a popu-
lation of from- 85,000 to 90,000, and here
reside Chinese, Tartar, Bokharan, and Cash-
merian merchants. The bazaars are three and
a half miles in length, and on market-days
present a busy scene. From hence one route
stretches north-west to Kashgar and Kokhan,
while another penetrates north-east into Mon-
golia, and, advancing through mountain tracts,
attains the regions to the south-east of Lake
Baikal, where the Russian town of Kiachta
and the Chinese town of Mai-ma-tchin, or
‘‘the place of trade,” confront each other.

In the western regions of Independent
Tartary, as well as from the Siberian frontier
on the north, Russia is extending herself.
The capture of Schamyl has brought under
her yoke the Eastern Caucasus, and now
nearly the whole of Caucasia betweon the
Black Sea and the Caspian is covered with
Russian fortresses. With that stronghold in
her possession, Turkey in Asia and Persia are
at her mercy. Over the Kirghiz hordoes of

Tartary sho has been gradually acquiring |

power, until a large portion of the great horde
has established itself within the Russian
frontier.

As for British India, we trust that the
Suleimans will continue to be regarded as our
natural frontier, beyond which no attempt
will be made at territorial acquisition.

But we as earnestly desire that commercial
enterprise may be pushed far beyond their
limit, and that the opportunities of amicablo
intercourse with the intorior Asiatic na-
tions will be vigorously prosecuted. The
matorials are already in existence, and require
only to be fostered and developed. There is
a trading class which carries on a traftic be-
tween India and Central Asia, through the
routes of Peshawur and Dehra Ismael Khan.
From the far west they bring furs and wool,
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raw silks, fruits, groceries, drugs, leather,
chintzes, and horses ; and they remit British
piece-goods, European hardware, Indisa fa-
brics, and the sugar of the Punjab. Fairs
should be opened on the banks of the Indus,
like_those of Orenberg and Nijne Novgorod
‘‘One great fair, as far up the Indus as pos-
sible, would be the best.”  ‘ Whenever
there shall be fairs on the Indus, the Kirghiz
will send into India vast numbers of good
horses annually. Silver and gold also are
plentiful in their country.”

And surely wherever the merchant obtains
a footing, the Missionary, charged with a
mission of so far greater importance, will not
be far behind. They who havo devoted
themselves to this great work will never per-
mit themselves to be outstripped by the enter-
prise and forward movement which charac-
terize the secular European in the pursuit
of trade and of discovery.

As a further evidence of the opening up of
the great continent of Asia by the progresscf
geographical discovery and commercial enter-
prise, we may refer to the statements which
have been put forward with reference to the
possibility of various lines of overland route
between India and China. At a recent meet-
ing of the Royal Geographical Socicty, papers
were read on this subject, of which the
following is a resumé—

“The first paper read was, ¢ Communica-
tion with the South-West Provinces of Chins,
from Rangoon, in British Pegu,’ by Captain
R. Sprye and Mr. R. H. T. Sprye. The
authors stated, that unless the provinces of
Western China posscssed, in their climates,
products, populations, transport facilities, and
commercial capabilities, it was useless to dis-
cuss the proposed line of approach to them.
Having adverted to prevailing errors and
misrepresentations rcspecting this subject,
and dividing China Propor into equal parts
by tho 111th degree of cast longitude, a de
tailed account was given from the best
authors of the two western provinces nearest
to Eastern Pegu, viz. Yunan and Se-chuen.
A more succinct account followed on the
same points of the other four western pro-
vinces, and of the four cultivated oentral
provinces, a portion of which lies west of the
assumed longitudinal dividing line. The re
sult of this review of the western half of
China Proper, with which England has o
commerce, showed that it comprised an ares
of 600 square miles, of which at least
25,000,000 acres were cultivated ; 100,000,000
people, exclusive of the independent bill
tribes ; seventy cities of the first, and 400 of
the second and third orders, with numeross
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forts and garrisons; and that, enjoying the
advantage of every variety of climate, this
western half of the empire yielded in abun-
danoe gold, silver, copper, iron, coal, millet,
rice, wheat, together with a variety of valu-
able vegetable and tropical products, includ-
ing grass cloth and other textile fibres, The
Chinese of these provinces are described as
being equally desirous of acquiring riches by
commerce and trade, and also as being far
more independent of the Imperial Court at
Pekin. According to that most able Governor
“of Bingapore, the late Sir Stamford Raffles
— ‘India cannot manufacture sufficiently
cheaply or abundantly for the Chinese : Eng-
land can. But it is idle to talk of the extent
and cheapness of our manufactures unless we
bring them into fair competition. There is
no reason why all China should not be in a
great degree clothed from England.’

¢¢The geographical position of Esmok, the
frontier town of Piirh, tho most south-west-
ern department of Yunan, was described as
within 250 miles of owr north-east Pegu
frontier, at the point of the Salwan river.
The intermediate Burman Shan Princes were
most desirous of the establishment of such a
commercial route between British territory
and China aoross their states.

¢The second paper read, by Dr. M‘Cosh,
late of the Bengal Medical Staff, was on the
various lines of overland communication be-
twoen India and China. The author pro-
poses the appointment of a scientific mission
to survey and report upon these routes with
a view to the selection of the best. Of the
five different routes he gives the preference
to the one by Munnipur. There is a good
steam communication from Calcutta, by
Dacca and Sylhet, to Banskundu, on the
Barack ; thence a good road to Munnipur,
an inferior one to Mong-fong, on the great
Ning-tse ; and a road might easily be con-
structed to Bamo, on the Irrawaddi, where
the great line of communication between
China begins, and leads up the valley of the
Pinlang into Yunan. In this province the
main channels of the great rivers of Marta-
ban, of Cambodia, and of Nankin, are in close
proximity. Thus, if an expedition leaving
Calcutta on the 1st of November could be at
Munnipur on the 1st of December, on the
Ning-tse on the 15th, at Bamo on the 1st of
January, across the Chinese frontier on the
1st of February, and safe in summer quarters
in the mountain of Northern China and Tibet
before the hot season, early in October it
might cross over into Assam by the line of
the Dihong, after having settled the still
doubtful course of the Tsan-poo, and be
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again in Calcutta on the 1st of January. At
Bamo an annual trade, estimated thirty years
ago at 700,0001, is carried on betweensBur-
mah and China, which, if thrown open to
England, might be more than doubled. Be-
fore any expedition could be allowed to cross
the Burmese and Chinese frontier, Dr.
M‘Cosh mentions that passports from both
those Courts would be easential. Such a
commercial line, if ratified by a tripartite
treaty between England, Burmah, and China,
could not fail to add another link to the
world’s chain of communication, scarcely
second in importance to that of the Isthmus
of Suez or of Panama.”

On the circumstances of the great conti-
nent of Africa we shall not now dwell, the
progress of discovery on its shores, and the
remarkable solution of some of the mysteries
of itsgreat centr..l area, having been frequently
dealt with in our volume for 1860. Sufficient is
it to observe that there also, as in Asia, the
position of the interior nations, and the in-
ternal traffic carried on by means of great
caravan routes, are becoming better known,
and a way is being prepared, by which the
Gospel may penetrate its midnight darkness,
and hasten the coming of that predicted
period, when ¢ Ethiopia shall stretch out her
hands to God.” )

We shall advert to one more feature of en-
couragement at the present moment, which
should put heart into the friends of the
Missionary cause, and arouse them to ,in-
creasing earnestness—the importance of the
results attained by that work of evangeliza-
tion during the last fifty years, and the
healthful aspect of our churches and congre-
gations throughout the world. The elevation
of land from the ocean’s depths, until, sur-
mounting the surface level it becomes dry
land, and eventually a home for man, is one
of the most magnificent of natural pheno-
mena. It is one not of bygone days merely,
but one which, at the present time, is silently
progressing, and operating great changes on
the crust of our globe. New Zealand pre-
sents one of the most interesting specimens
of this uplifting. Similar movements may
be traced throughout the vast extent of the
Pacific, even to the extreme north, where
the Aleutian isles, a group of black masses of
lava, rising perpendicularly above the sea,
and peering above the clouds, have been in-
creased in number, by at least two islands,
within the limits of the present century.

Volcanic action prepares the foundation on
which the coral insect raises its wondrous
superstructure. Slowly, yet powerfully, a
submarine ridge is elevated from the yast
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profound, and on this, when it has ap-
proached within a few hundred feet of the
water’sedge, the coral insects begin to pile, until
they reach the surface, which terminates the
structure as to height. The growth of the
coral ceases, when no longer exposed to the
washing of tho waves, and the reef continues
to extend itself laterilly, until a horizontal
field is formed, raised by multitudinous in-
sects upon the volcanic formation beneath.
On thiy platform a key is formed by the
tide, loose pieces of coral, sand, and other
materials being heaped upon it. The sea-
birds visit it; salt plants take root upon it.
Floating upon the waves, perchance from Cey-
lon’sshore, comesamore valuable contribution.
The cocoa-nut palm affects the margin of the
sea, and seems to court the dashing of the spray.
There, where other trees suffer, and with-
draw themselves to a greater or less distance,
the palm flourishes. Its fruit ripens over
the waves as they dash upon the rocks where
its roots have hold, until at length, from
weight of full maturity, it falls, and seems
to be lost amidst the waves. But it hasa
destination and a home to reach. It is to
become the parent seed of a numerous pro-
geny. The waves bear it onward. It is
caught by some of the great river-currents of
the ocean, and is hurried on. Its future
home at length is reached. The clouds have
gathered round that home to prepare it for the
reception of the coming seed. There, amidst
the island regions of the Pacific the voyager be-
holds “with wonder and delight the gor-
geous piles of cumuli, heaped up and ar-
ranged in the most delicate and beautiful
masses that it is possible for fleecy matter to
assume. Not only are these piles found
capping the hills among the islands, but they
are often seen to overhang the lowest islet of
the tropics, and even to stand above coral
patches and hidden reefs, a ‘ cloud by day,’
to serve as a beacon to the lonely mariner
out there at sea, and to warn him of shoals
and dangers which no lead or seaman’s eye
has ever seen or sounded out. These clouds,
under favourable circumstances, may be seen
gathering above the low coral island, and
performing their office in preparing it for
vegetation and fruitfulness, in a very striking
manner. As they are condensed into showers,
one fancies that they are a sponge of the
most exquisitely and delicately-elaborated
material, and that he can see, ‘‘as they
drop down their fatness,” the invisible but
bountiful hand aloft that is preparing and
squeezing it out.*

* « Physical Geography of the Sea,” p- 347.
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Thus to prepare new homes for man,
influences of various kinds are brought into
operation.  Volcanic forces upheave the
earth’s crust; tiny insects become a build-
ing agency of extraordinary power and per-
severance; seeds enveloped in mucous mat-
ter, s0 as to preserve their vitality for a
lengthened period from the injurious in-
fluences of the sea-water, and committed to
the currents of the ocean, are wafted to the
newly-formed, and as yet barren shores; the
numerous islets of the great Pacific arrest the
trade-winds, and force from them a contribu-
tion of fertilizing rain ere they pass entirely
by. And then, after a time comes ihe
human sea drift. It was thus that the
Polynesian race migrated from its original
nidus amongst the large islands of the East-
ern Archipelago, and spread themselves about
from the Sandwich group in the northern
hemisphere, to New Zealand in the south-
ern, and from the Tonga group in the west
to Easter Island in the east, until it peopled
the island world.

There are formations rising out of the
deep sea of heathenism far more interesting
and important. They are often preceded by
moral earthquakes and the ficry eruptions of
human passions, causing political convulsions
and alterations, distress of nations, with per-
plexity. These prepare the way for the work
of evangelization. The agency employed is
ono as apparently unequal to the accom-
plishment of changes in the character of na-
tions, as the coral insect to the formation of
the rocks and foundations of islands which it
rears. Like the sea-workers, teiling and
spinning beneath the waves, it carries on-
ward, with a minute and persevering toil,
its labour of love, never contemning the
winutest opportunity, contented, in the
first instance, with increments so small as
to be scarcely perceptible, willing that its
primary results should be of such a nature
as to remain unseen for a considerable
period, until they have gathered strength
enough to appear above the surface of so-
ciety. Meanwhile, Missionary agents are
contented to be despised, and patiently to
endure the scoffs of an unbelieving world.
The old taunt, which troubled the children
of the captivity when they addressed them-
selves to the erection of the second temple,
still meets them, and they are reproached
with their unfitness for the work which they
have attempted, and the feebleness of the
results they have produced—*‘ What do these
feeble Jews? Even that which they build, if
a fox go up, he shall even break down their
stone-wall.”
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Yet even thus new formations have uplifted
themselves above the waves, the loftier swm-
mits of a new world slowly, yet surely
emerging from the deep sea of heathen igno-
rance and superstition. Christian churches
and congregations, brought into existence in
various parts of the heathen world, have as-
sumed sufficient consistency to be designated
as permanent structures. Temporary islands
have been raised occasionally from the ocean’s
dopths : they assume a tangible outline, but
a few months suffice to terminate their exist-
ence, and they subside and disappear. And
delusive results have, just in the same way,
been raised up for a time in the midst of
heathenism, like the far-famed Romish Mis-
sions in South India, Japan, and Paraguay.
They counted their converts by hundreds
of thousands. But they had no consist-
ency. What has become of them? In
the rapidity of their disappearance they have
resembled the temporary island of Sabrina,
when it rose from the deep off the coast of
St. Michael, in February 1811, and sank
again in the subsequent October. With such
a complete and sudden subsidence did Romish
Missionssink amid the deep waters of Japanese
heathenism. They rose for a time, but with
no mild influcnce. They emitted fires ; they
sent forth sulphureous vapours. They were a
distraction and a trouble, instead of a blessing,
to the natives. A brief struggle, and they
collapsed ; and where they once stood, the
scornful waves of heathen superstition have
resumed an undisputed ascendancy.

The system carried out in Evangelical Mis-
sions has been altogether different. We have
been contented to put into requisition God’s
mode of action; to make known, in their
respective languages, to the perishing nations
of the world, the saving truths of the Gospel ;
and these have been cffectual, because God
has wrought by them. The Christian forma-
tions, which, in different directions, have risen
to the surface from amidst the depths of hea-
thenism, are solid and reliable, fitted to become
the foundations of more ostensible structures.
Already they are assuming shape and form,
as new converts are being added, and to the
eye, even of the indifferent spectator, appear
as something entirely distinct from hea~
thenism. On these the clouds of the divine
blessing manifestly rest, and an invisible
hand distils upon them reviving and re-
freshing influence. The work of revival has
commenced amongst our Missionary churches,
bringing them to a fuller realization of what
itis to be a Christian, and drawing forth their
sympathies on behalf of the perishing heathen
around. Men who have experienced in their
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own characters and lives the converting power
of the truth, are girding up their loins to do
the Lord’s work, and going forth as evange-
lists amongst the heathen. The churches,
whose messengers they are, afford to them
supplies, and await, as their recompense, the
happy intelligence that the Lord does not
disdain to employ, in this great work of saving
souls, their simple agency. From the churches
of the Karens, the churches of the Tamils,
the churches of Sierra Leone and Yoruba,
the churches of Polynesia, the churches of
the scattered Armenians, as well as from
many others, native evangelists are going
forth, and the hand of the Lord is with them,
and will be so increasingly. Names might be
mentioned of many whom the Lord has thus
used, but it would not be wise or well to do so.
Perhaps, in our anxiety to convince hesitating
minds at home that the Lord is at work
amongstour Missions, we have too often pushed
aside the gvershadowing leaves, which, if they
conceal the blossoms, protect them from a too
great exposure to the sun’s glare, and thus the
Lord’s work has suffered.

And now thesc Christian churches afford to
us, each one of them, a fulecrum, on which
may be planted the lever of new and extended
operations. It is a time to work. Theresults
of the past encourage us as to the future, and
our old Societies must put on the strength
and vigour of their youth, that they may rise
to the grandeur and importance of the present
opportunity. Is this a time to relax effort ?
Now that there is needod a largeness of grasp
and a promptitude of action, to consolidate
the results of past victories, and to prepare
the way for more, shall the heart beat feebly,
and the vital energy of our Missionary bodies
be found to flag? Shall we have throughout
the country a diminishing interest and an
inferior income ?  'What a moment the present
is to offer largely to the Lord’s treasury !
What an invitation the cogency of the crisis
addresses to able and devoted men to offer
themseves to the Lord’s work and service.
Our great and leading Missions need to be
strengthened. Reinforcements might, with
the greatest advantage, be thrown into the
Punjab, where varied populations and lan-
guagesrequiredistinctappliances. Throughout
India generally there is a necessity laid upon us
to enlarge our sphere of action, both as re-
gards the young and old, the male and female
population. On the west coast of Africa,
where Dahomey is perpetrating its ruthless
hecatombs of human sacrifices, and where
the slave-trading interest, by its pernicious
machinations, has succeeded in kindling in-
testine war, and setting one free city in arms
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against another, we need to put forth a
mighty movement for the purpose of grasp-
ing the whole country from the Bight of
Benin to the banks of the Niger, and occu-
pying the cities with an army of Missiona-
ries. In China we know not the moment
when urgent demands will be made upon us
to avail ourselves of great and unexpected

openings.

We have to inform our readers, that at this
juncture the income of the Church Missio-
nary Society is below the average of five
years by some 3000L. There are still three
months left to recover the deficiency, and
place the Society in advance of former years ;
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an object most neceasary to be attained, in-
asmuch as the expenditure does not dimi-
nish, but, with the growth of the work, of
necessity inoreases. Let prayers arise that
the whole Society—officials, members, and
friends—may be pervaded with a hearty
earnestnessy until the old experiences of the
Lord’s people be repeated—¢‘‘ And the Lord
stirred up the spirit of Jerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit
of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of
the people ; and they came and did work in
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God.”

S S——
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Ix a previous paper we dealt with Colonial
New Zealand. We stated, that in 1858 the
colonial population amounted to 59,234,
and that this small section of population, not
largor than that of a second-rate English
town, had placed at its disposal not less than
forty-five millions of acres, purchased from
the Maori proprictors, at rates varying from
one farthing to sixpence an acre,

During the year 1859 there occurred a
very considerable increase of immigrants :
the number of new arrivals for that year pre-
senting the large total of 12,180, *‘viz. 7428
males and 47562 females; an augmentation,
the magnitude of which becomes evident
when it is shown centesimally, the increase
upon every 100 of the gross population
having amounted to 20°54 ; on taking the com-
parative numbers of the sexes separately, to
2210 on the male, and 1850 on the female
population respectively.” Auckland, Can-
terbury, and Otago have been the chief
points of attraction, and received the largest
dividends. The peculiar advantages of the
two Iitter settlements, amongst other points,
in the absence of a native tenure, sufficiently
accounts for this. In the province of Auck-
land the desirableneas of being located in the
vicinity of the capital is, with many, a chief
ground of preference. But something also
must be attributed to the advertisements put
forth on behalf of that province in the ¢ New-
Zealand Examiner,”* offering ¢‘Frce grants
of farms of forty acres and upwards to every
suitable emigrant, male or female, proceed-
ing to that settlement.” ¢ Capitalists, farm-
ers, agricultural labourers, mechanics, ser-
vants (male and female), are therefore in-
formed, that, on paying their own passages,

* Printed and published in London monthly.

or the passages of their families or others, to
Auckland, they may, on arrival, receive
land orders for free grants of land, viz. forty
acres for each person aged eighteen years and
upwards, and twenty acres for each child
aged five years and under eighteen.” We
observe a difference between the inducements
offered to emigrants by Auckland, when com-
pared with Otago and Canterbury. The two
latter settlements want population, even more
than Auckland. They offer, therefore, *‘As-
sisted passages” to shepherds, ploughmen,
labourers, carpenters, masons, or female
domestic servants; that is, the Provincial
Governments pay a part of the passage
money, equal to the sum paid by the emi-
grant : half the passage-money, therefore, is
all that is required of him ; and even this, if
the emigrant be unable to pay it, the Go-
vernment will advance, as a loan, upon the
promises of repayment in the colony. The
difference in the mode of action is obvious:
Auckland offers land and no money; the
southern settlements offer pecuniary aid to
reach the colony, but make no promise of
free grants of land ; they aid the moneyless
emigrant to reach the island, but on his ami-
val they throw him for support on his own
labour. Auckland offers land but no money.
The colonists of that province have pub-
lished to the world, in heartrending terms
the inconveniencies to which they are sub-
jected in consequence of the insufliciency of
land. Tn May of last year we found them
thus writing to the Colonial Secretary—
‘““How are our increasing stock to be fed’
Where is the land to produce wheat and
other necessaries for our present population !
During this year, many of our stockholders
have been compelled to feed their sheep and
cattle on potatoes. Two months after har-
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vest the whole of the wheat grown by the
settlers of this province was consumed. In
three months there will be an increase of
40,000 lambs. Some of the flockholders have
not allowed the rams to run with their young
ewes, because they have not sufficient food
for their increase. Many of our cattle are
killed at two years old, when they could, with
considerably increased profit, be grazed ano-
ther year, if there was a sufticient supply of
grass. And, further, no flockmasters, within
this province have attempted a flock of we-
thers ; they have been compelled to part with
this source of profit to the butcher, before
the sheep were two years old, to make room
for their coming increase.” And then, after
this preamble, comes the great point intended
to be urged on the authorities—*‘The land
hitherto acquired from the natives is insuffi-
cient in grants, indifferent in quality, and
quite inadequate to the increasing wants of
the public.” And yet, with all this extreme de-
ficiency of land, so calamitously affecting alike
pastoral and agricultural pursuits, the pro-
vincial authorities offer free grants of land to
all emigrants, male and female; so that a man
and his wife, with six children, three of them
above, and the others under, eighteen years
of age, are assured, on arriving at Auckland,
of having placed at their disposal 240 acres of
land. If, during a year, one third of the
12,000 immigrants of 18569 should select
Auckland, one-half above eighteen, and of the
moiety, one-half above five years, the autho-
rities would be pledged to free grants of land
to the amount of 100,000 acres ; and, if the
same rates of increase should be sustained for
six years, to upwards of half a million of
acres; and this at a time when, if we are to
believe the statements made, the deficiency
of land, and the consequent disadvantages of
the colonists are such, that, in order to ob-
tain more, the Government is strenuously
urged to an abandonment of the system under
which native land purchases have hitherto
been made, to so large an extent, and with so
much quietude, and the adoption of a new
policy, by which land might be acquired more
rapidly, and at less cost.

Now to the acquisition of more land, so
sadly needed, there exists a double diffi-
culty, the unwillingness of the natives to
sell, of which we shall speak presently more
fully, and, besides this, the inability of the
colonists to buy. This they very naively
admit in a letter to the Duke of Newcastle—
*“In reference to the pecuniary difficulty,
namely, that of obtaining money wherewith
to extinguish the native title, after the
180,000!. borrowed for that purpose shall have
been expended, which, we are informed by
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of the local legislature to provide against,’
we have only to observe, that many of the
subscribers to this letter are members ei-
ther of the Assembly, or of tho Provincial
Council, and that wo are unable to per-
ceive how the legislature will be enabled,
out of the ordinary revenue of the colony,
not only to make provision for meeting liabi-
lities already inourred, but also to furnish
the [requisite swmns for continuing the pre-
sent system. No one acquainted with the
financial position of the colony can entertain
any such expectation,”* Thus Auckland ap-
pears to be doubly impoverished from want of
land—and of the money to buy the land. Yet
it would seem that there is more land to spare
than money, as, in order to induce immigra-
tion, she offers not the latter, but the former.
What element of prosperity does she expect
to acquire by this artificially-induced immigra-
tion—money or labour? Experienced men
do not hesitate to say it will yield neither one
or other. The emigrants who go forth from
the home country under such inducements,
as a class, will be neither pecuniarily or in-
dustrially independent. The prospect of so
many free acres of land will serve as a glit-
tering bribe in the eyes of families, who, not
having succeeded at home, do not know what to
do with themselves. Their friends are anxious
to get rid of them. By some means or other,
as much money is scraped together as suf-
fices to pay for the passage. They arrive in
New Zealand with scarcely a penny left, and
find themselves in possession of free land
without the means of cultivating it. The
free farm is in the wildness of nature. The
bush has to be cleared away ; the ground
subdued to the use of man; the necessaries
of life are high; the settler, even if he
has brought with him industrial habits,
gota discouraged, for he finds he has the
land, and no capital to work it. His little
child of five years of age owns twenty acres
of land ; they must lie waste until the little
fellow grows big enough to work it himself, for
the father has more than enough to do with
the eighty acres which belong to himself and
his wife. Perhaps he finds himself disadvan-
tageously situated, and the communication
with Auckland difficult ; and as his day-dream
fades away, he becomes restless and disocon«
tented. He would do better, he thinks, if he
was elsewhere, and his mind fixes itself on this
spot or that spot, where he would wish to be;
but they arc in the possession of the native,
Thus the native comes to be regarded as
in his way, and he wishes him out of the
way; for is he not a white man, an En-

* Blue Book, pp, 149;150.
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glishman, and why should these niggers”
divide with him the land ! Is he not of the
superior race, and must not the inferior race
give way before it? Of what use, then, are
laws which recognise the rights of natives?
Would they not far better be repealed, and
leave the question of the land to be settled
between the native and himself after the old
colonial fashion? for, after all, if the native
should resist the attempt to oust him from
his land, and a conflict ensue, it would only
be to expedite the procedure of that law of
extermination, which, sooner or later, must
close the existence of the Maori race. Such,
we fear, are not unfrequently the thoughts
which suggest themselves. Auckland, it
appears, wants both land and money. Im-
migrants of substance would help to relieve
her of these difficulties. They would bring
money, and we doubt not, that if the Maori
can got the money, he will be sure, after a
time, to sell the land. But the immigration
she is inducing is a pauper immigration,
whioh brings no money, and makes no pro-
vision for the lawful acquisition of more
land. What, then, can be the object of
inducing the arrival of such a population ?
Is it that, as numbers increase, Auckland
may get land without money? We may
be quite certain of it, that the uneasy
feeling which has manifested itself of late
amongst the native tribes has not arisen
without a cause. The king-movement and
land-selling league, in their commencement,
were simply measures of defence. They were
the manifestations of a strong conviction
which had possessed itself of the native mind,
that if, as a nation, they were to be preserved,
they must cling together for mutual protec-
tion. They were like the precautionary mea-
sures of the mariner, when he takes in sail,
and sends down his topgallant masts, be-
cause he sees the storm coming. It is. our
duty to search into the complicated tissue of
colonial events, in order to discover, if pos-
sible, the cause of this alarm. The Maoris
would never have set up a king, had they felt
that they were so secure under the shadow of
Victoria as to be shielded from unjust aggres-
sion. But if they have had reason to think that
they, the original proprietors of the land,
whose rights had been guaranteed by national
compact and royal pledge, were regarded as
intruders, to be thrust out as soon and with as
little ceremony as possible, it is not surpris-
ing that they have proceeded to adopt such
measures as they conceived might help them
in this emergency.

The following extract from an Awuckland
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newspaper, the ‘‘Southern Cross,”* will con-
firm the truth of the foregoing observations.

““The forty-acre dodge still continues to
work, and probably will only be thoroughly
exploded by the news of the war at home.
The results of the forced immigration, which
has been going on 8o long, are evident to all :
disoontent, idleness, and want. The forty-
acre victim of twelve months date is, in many
instances, as little naturalized as when he first
set foot on shore ; whilst those who remember
the immigrants of former days—when men
came out, not at the instance of paid agenta,
nor bribed by the promise of imaginary farms
—will recollect how speedily they were ab-
sorbed into the mass, and how difficult it soon

‘was to distinguish them from older settlers. ...

¢ One natural result of the forty-acre sys-
tem is beginning to develop itself. People
are leaving the country within a very short
time of their arrival here. Now of these,
such as have made a selection of land, leave
behind them forty acres which nobody can
touch, sell, or do any thing with, for five years.
If the exodus goes on much longer, we shall
soon have in this province the novel sight of
a large quantity of the svil belonging nomi-
nally to absentees, who have no power to do
any thing with it, neither to sell it nor to
lease it—for a four or five years’ occupation
of forty acres, whatever agents may say in
England, would hardly, we think, make a
man’s fortune—and the land itself taken out
of the market, where it might have been
bought by real settlers, who knew what to do
with it. The province is beginning already
to feel the bad effects of forgetting one of the
first principles of political economy, namely,
that attempting to force any braunch of indus-
try, instead of leaving it to its natural de-
velopment, is ultimately ruinous to all con-
cerned. An attempt, by means of provincial
agents and lectures, and a delusive bribe,
to convert everybody in England, who was
foolish enough to listen, into farmers, was
not the way to cover this province with
flourishing farms ; but will, we fear, on the
contrary, soon have the effect of creating use-
less wastes, where productive farms might
have been.

“The provinco of Auckland, from its land
system, which offers no inducement to capi-
talists either from England or the neighbour-
ing colonies to settle here, is fast falling be-
hind its sister provinces in the race of im-
provement, and will soon present the pitiable
spectaole of a British colony obliged to im-

* September 1, 1860.
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port, not only articles of manufacture, but
actually agricultural produce. How every
thing is to be paid for, when the grand day
for balancing accounts arrives, is a problem
which it is as well, perbaps, not to be too
curious about ; but the future is gloomy, and
unless a most advantageous péace throws
open to us native lands, and gives enterprise
a field to work in, the province will never be
able to hold its own. Should the native war
extend, and our out-settlers once lose confi-
dence, and nothing subsequently occur to re-
store it, we shall be reduced as a community
to do, what many, as private individuals—
most forty-acre men of course included—arc
already doing, namely, expend our capital on
the very means of existence.”

We now pass on to a review of the Maori
New Zealand. We do not mean, by this ex-
pression, New Zealand under Maori sove-
reignty, and independent of the British
crown, but the Maori, as joint-tenant with
the European colonist, holding under the
protection and supremacy of the British
crown ; for let it be remembered, that he
also is a British subject, and that his rights,
as obtained, not by purchase, but by here-
ditary proprietorship, have been guaranteed
to him in the most solemn manner. Let the
language of the treaty of Waitangi—a treaty
which has been recognised by British minis-
ters and statesmen, and by successive gover-
nors of New Zealand, as a valid and binding
compact — be attentively considered. The
second article runs as follows :—‘ Her Ma-
jesty tho Queen of England confirms and
guarantees to the chiefs and tribes of New
Zealand, and to their respective families and
individuals thereof, the full, exclusive, and
undisputed possession of their lands and
estates, forests, fisheries, and other properties
which they may collectively or individually
possess, 80 long as it is their wish and desire
to retain the same in their possession. But
the chiefs of the united tribes, and the indi-
vidual chiefs, yield to Her Majesty the ex-

- clusive right of pre-emption over such lands
as the proprietors thereof may be pleased to
alienate at such prices as may be agreed upon
between the respective proprietors and such
persons as may be appointed by Her Majesty
to treat with them on that behalf.” And thon,
article third—‘‘In consideration thereof,
Her Majesty the Queen of England extends
to the natives of New Zealand her royal pro-
tection, and imparts to them all the privi-
leges of British subjects.”

In these stipulations there is an oxpress
recognition of that kind of land tenure which
existed amongst the Maoris, which was
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handed down to them from their forefathers,
and which they still retain in its tribal, fa-
mily, and individual aspects, and as exercised
by the chiefs, heads of families, and freemen,
according to their several rights. In ex-
planation of the peculiarity of tenure which
prevails amongst them, and which was dis-
tinctly recognised by the treaty of Waitangi,
we shall quote from a pamphlet* which has
recently been transmitted to England from
New Zealand, and which coutains very much
that is valuable and important, although, at
the same time, we do not agree with some of
the views and statements put forward in its
pages.

‘“Every tribe owns large tracts of land.
These are the common property of the tribe.
Particular hapus, or individual freemen, ap-
propriate by occupation, cultivation, and
otherwise, small portions of the commeoen
estate. Such occupation vests in them the
ownership of the portion appropriated, and
gives a right of separate ownership, as against
all other individuals. But it does not confer
the right of absolute alienation. To other
members of the tribe, the hapu or individual
may alienate ; but they cannot alienate from
the tribe, without the consent of the tribe.
The power of giving this consent is usually
vested in the chief, who is a trustee of the
rights of the tribe. This limitation is founded
on reason, the political status of the tribe, as
a whole, depending on its maintaining the
integrity of its territory, and on the exclu-
sion of foreigners who might be members of
a hostile tribe.  ¢The cultivation of a por-
tion of the forest-land renders it the property
of those who cultivate it, and thig right
descended from generation to genmeration.
But this individual claim did not give the
individual the right to dispose of it to Euro-
peans.” ‘The sale of territory, to be valid,
must bo effected by the chief of the tribe and
all the chiefs of the various hapus acting to-
gother.  Such a sale, whatever be the price
given, would never be disputed.’”

Such is the tribal right, and to the full and
unreserved recognition of it, as long as it con-
tinued to be the land-tenure of the natives,
the British crown solemnly pledged itself. It
might of course be altered with the consent
of the Maoris, both chiefs and people acting
in concert, and it was perfectly consistent
with good faith, should it be found that this
tenure acted injuriously to the mutual in-
terests of native and colonist, to counsel the
native to decide on its alteration and re-ad-

# «The War in New Zealand.” By William
Fox, Member of the House of Representatives.
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justment to the altered circumstances of the
islands ; but until his free consent had been
obtained, its stipulations required to be scru-
pulously observed, nor could any conviction
on our part of its undesirable action, how-
ever well founded that conviction might be,
justify us in proceeding to disregard it or set
it aside, without the consent of the native.
Let it be observed, also, that it was left
entirely to the discretion of the native as to
what he decided respecting his land, whether
to alienate it or otherwise ; that it was simply
as he pleased ; that, so long as it was his wish
and desire to retain his lands and estates, he
was at liberty so to do; nor were his rights
in this respect to be interfered with because
his exercise of them was against the wishes,
and even prejudicial to the interests, of the
Europeans. He was not the less a British
subject because, according to his own plea-
sure, he exercised those rights which the
British crown had recognised and confirmed ;
and in the use of those rights that crown was
bound to protect him, just as much as any
other of its subjects, so that neither should
he be forced to act against his will, or, when he
had so acted, assailed and injured for so doing.
The Maori landholder was guaranteed in the
retention or disposal, sale or reservation, of
his lands, just as much as any British land
proprietor. It might be the wish of certain
parties that a landowner in this country
should part with a portion of the estates
handed down to him from his forefathers, and
it might be for their advantage that he should
do so. But what should we say if, on his re-
fusal, an outcry were immediately raised against
him, and forcible measures were adopted to
oust him from the land ! Why, even the
sovereign power dare not commit itself to
such a proceeding ; and if any functionary,
however high his position, should so far
lower his high office as to compromise him-
self with such a proceeding, his acts would
at onoe be diravowed, and his prompt su-
percession prevent for the future such mis-
taken action.
. It is requisite that all this prefatory matter
should be kept distinctly in view, in order
that we may clearly understand the great
wrong which the British authorities have per-
petrated against the Ngatiawa tribe and their
chief, Wiremu Kingi.

‘We have already seen that the Maoris have
sold largely and cheaply to the Europeans.
The Middle Island, a few blocks excepted,
has been entirely surrendered, and the native
title extinguished. In the North Island, the
peninsula constituting the northern projection
may be considered as alienated ; while in the
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southern province, Wellington, they retain
only one million of cultivable acres. Alto-
gether, of that island they have alienated be-
tween seven and eight millions of acres, re-
taining in their hands between seventeen and
eightoen millions. This, now the proper
Maori territory, occupies the great central
area of the North Island, cxtending east and
west from sea to sea, and north to south from
the westerly bend of the Waikato as far routh
a8 to include the northern parts of the
Wellington province. Of these tracts, large
portions are wholly unsuited for agricultural
or pastoral purposes. The centre of the
island is occupied by a group of mountains,
from whence ranges are thrown out in dif-
ferent directions, more especially in a back-
bone extending in a southerly direction 28
far as Cook’s Straits. Tongariro, one of the
peaks, is an active volcano, the smoke which
it emits evidencing that thc fires are not ex-
tinguished which laid waste the surrounding
districts, and formed, by the subsidence of the
earth, Taupo and its kindred lakes. The
richest districts are the valleys of the
Waikato and Waipa, the valleys of the
Thames, the tracts which, on the east, abut
on the Bay of Plenty, and the province of
Taranaki on the west. Let the traveller be
supposed to have landed at some harbour on
the western coast—that of Wangarca or Ka-
wia—with the intention of visiting these in-
terior districts. A wooded ridge, separating
the valley of the Waipa from the sea-coast,
has first to be surmounted. The formation
of the hills is volcanic. Portions of them
are covered only with fern; others, espe
cially in tho ravines, are clothed with the
forest, which seems once to have entirely pre-
vailed. From the sunmit an extensive view
presents itself. Towards the north-east
stretches out the broad and open valley of
the Waipa, bounded on the east by distant
hills. This valley has an average breadth of
about thirty miles. The lower part, which
is flat and even, especially up to the point at
which the river Waipa joins the Waikato,
rivals in fertility the best districts in the
island. Sheltered from the gales which are
so prevalent on the coasts, it is particularly
adapted for grain, tobacco, safflower, and
hops :” higher up, the country is broken and
undulating. Through these extensive and
fertile districts flows the Waipa, having its
source in the Rangitoto mountains, a range
connecting the western-coast hills with the
central group of the Ruapahu. This river,
navigable for sixty miles above its junction
with the Waikato, brings these interior dis-
tricts into easy communication with the ses :
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there is thus an almost uninterrupted water
communication with the Manukau harbour
and Auckland. .

The valley of the Waipa is bounded on
the east by the hilly range of the Maunga-
tautari, which separates it ‘‘from another
valley more to the eastward, in which three
rivers flow—the Waikato, the Piako, and the
Waiho, or Thames.” The most easterly of
theso rivers, the Waiho, runs at the foot of
the hilly chain, the Aroha mountains, which
shut in the valley from the east-coast dis-
tricts. The Thames and the Piako form an
extensive agrioultural valley in easy water com-
munication with the Frith of the Thames, and
the Waitemata harbour and Auckland. This
valley is about a hundred miles in length,
the lower part of it being separated from that
of the Waikato by hills which run towards
the gulf of Hauraki.

The Waikato, the most wosterly of the
three rivers, is a considerable and deep
stream, which issues from Lake Taupo, and,
vinding around the northern slope of the
Maungatautari, is joined, about a hundred
miles above its embouchure on the western
coast, by the Waipa.

This river is described as one of tho finest
rivers in New Zealand, ¢‘ meandering through
8 rich country, amidst lakes clothed with
trees.” The vegetation in the forests along
is margin is magnificent. ¢ Gigantic flax
and tohi-tohi grass, with its razor-edged
leaves, form a complete jungle, whilst the
dragon, or ti-trees, impart quite a foreign
character to the sceme.” ¢ The graceful
rimu and the koroi pine, seventy or eighty
feet in height, minglo their evergreen foliage.
The large white stars of the clematis are
wreathed like garlands round the sombre
foliage of the tall trees, and the golden blos-
wms of the kowai are scattered in showers
over the bosom of the stream.” Occasio-
nally the forest vegetation is varied by open
fern-hills, with peeps of the distant blue
ranges beyond.

Mr. Swainson says—¢‘The Waikato, to be
seen to advantage, requires bright and genial
weather: its characteristic features are the
numerous aits, or small islands, to he met
with throughout its course. They are low,
and flat, and commonly of a long oval form;
some of them having evidently been formed
by the gradual accumulation of sand and
pumice-stone, thrown up from the bed of the
river by the shifting of the current; others,
again, by portions of the river’s bank cut
away by the gradual inroad of the stream. The
smaller islands are devoid of wood, being

overgrown with reeds, Raupo-tohitohi, and
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tall sedgy grass ; while the larger islands are
covered with clumps of the dark and stately
kahikatea, their borders fringed at the water'’s
edge with the light and graceful tohitohi. The
most beautiful part of the river is in the
neighbourhood of Tuakau, fifteen or twenty
miles from the sea; and if he happen to en-
camp for the night, the traveller can scarcely
fail, in the camp of sunset or early dawn, to
be charmed with the grand beauty of the
scene. . . . .

‘‘ Here the English lake tourist will be re-
minded of the scenery of Rydal Water.
Twenty miles higher up, the river expands
into a broad, open, lake-like sheet of water,
and flows through an extensive level plain,
bounded on the east by the mountain range,
which divides the plains of the Waikato and
the Piako. . . . . From the summit of Tau-
piri, on the eastern bank of the river, and
about three miles below its junction with
the Waipa, is to be seen one of the most ex-
tensive views in the northern district of New
Zealand. The broad plains of the Thames,
the Waikato, and the Waipa; the river Wai-
kato itself, through a large part of its course,
and many of its lakes and tributaries; the
track of the Waipa in the distance, and lLere
and there a peep of the river itself, are all
distinctly visible; and in the far south, in
clear weather, the snow-clad ranges also of
Ruapehu and Tongariro.”*

Strangely contrasting with these fertile dis.
tricts is the volcanic wilderness whioh ex-
tends for about ‘sixty miles round Ton-
gariro.

¢“The grand centre of volcanic action ex-
tends from White Island to Rotorua, and
thence by Taupo and Tongariro to Wanganui,
a distance of nearly 200 miles, forming a con-
tinuous line across the entire width of the
island. The number of boiling gulfs, solfa-
tara, and boiling mud pools in that line are
extraordinary. They are seen in every di-
rection—in the forest, in the plain, and in the
water. A large number of them are concen-
trated at a place called Tikitere, and a most
extraordinary assemblage of them is found at
Ohinemotu, which renders that place one of
the most remarkable in New Zealand. At
Paeroa, near the Waikato, there is one of the
largest of these mud pools ; it is from sixty
to a hundred feet wide : in the centre, first
an enormous bubble of mud arises, which
gradually increases in height and size, and at
last becomes a jet of mud eight or ten feet
high, with several smaller ones on each side :
the mud is thrown up in large masses on the

* Swainson's “Now Zealand,” pp. 247—250.
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sides, where it dries, and assumes a cubical
form : it readily separates into lamine of dif-
ferent thickness, which bear a very close re-
semblance to slate, and, perhaps, in this mud
vortex is to be seen, on a small scale, what
was once the state of a large portion of the
earth’s crust, during the formation of slate.

‘At Orakokorako, on ‘the Waikato, the
boiling springs are almost innumerable ; some
of them shoot up a volume of water to a con-
siderable height, and are little, if at all, in-
ferior to the Geysers of Iceland. A village
is placed in the midst of them : the reason
assigned for living in such a singular locality
was, that as there is no necessity for fires, all
their cooking being done in the hot springs,
the women’s backs are not broken with carry-
ing fuel, and further, from the warmth of the
ground they were enabled to raisc their crops
several weeks earlier than their neighbours ;
but, as a counterbalance for these advantages,
many fatal accidents occur from persons,
especially strangers and children, falling into
these fearful caldrons, and being boiled.

‘‘ Rotomahana, a warm-water lake of con-
siderable size, is surrounded with inuumera-
ble boiling gulfs ; in fact, it is itself nothing
but a crater, the sides of which are full of
action : it is perhaps one of the most singular
places in the world: its boiling gulfs, and na-
tural snow-white terraces, formed from sili-
cious deposits, are as wonderful as they are
beautiful. Thence to Hohake and Rotokawa
there is nothing to be seen but jets of vapour,
and so on to Taupo, where fearful boiling
gulfs abound at the two extremities of that
noble lake, at Rangatira and Tokanu. One
of the boiling springs at Tokanu possesscs the
property of changing the nature of any thing
which may be placed in it, and converting it
into a beautiful silicious substance of pure
white, and this is done withéut any apparent
addition of matter ; but if the article be not
entirely immersed, having only the water
flowing about it, then it becomes enlarged by
a silicious deposit upon its surface. The pro-
cess of thus converting wood into stone is
very rapid, and in some localities, water does
not appear to be a necessary agent in accom.-
plishing this change. At Rotorua, large
pieces of wood are thus lignified by the aid of
heated gns, highly charged with sulphur,
alum, and iron, or other chemical substances,
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